
 

May 31, 2018 

Dear Parents/Guardians,  

Last week’s Spring Arts Festival at Great Valley High School – like so many of our end-of-year events – 

was a wonderful celebration of our students’ talents. The Great Valley School District is pleased to be 

able to offer our students a rich arts curriculum and co-curricular opportunities that feed their passions 

and interests. To that end, this email is sent to clarify some misconceptions that currently exist in our 

community about our art offerings at Great Valley High School next year.  

As some of you may already know, we currently employ three full-time art teachers at Great Valley High 

School. At the conclusion of this school year, one of those teachers will retire. At this time, we don’t plan 

to hire a teacher to replace the teacher who is retiring. However, that decision is not based on a desire 

to lessen the number of art electives we offer, nor to limit the availability of courses to students.  As it 

stands now, student demand for art classes next year (as reflected in the course selection process 

completed earlier this semester) reflects a need for only two full-time art teachers next year. In fact, the 

number of student requests for art is down by almost 90 requests, as compared to the current year. 

Please remember that art is an elective at the high school. 

It is important to us that our community understands the rationale for not replacing the art teacher who 

is retiring. All of the art courses included in the 2018-2019 Program of Studies will be available to 

students. As with all electives, in cases where low numbers of students have expressed a desire to take a 

course, courses may be combined to allow those courses to run, or they may not be offered. 

Additionally, if student requests for art classes grow beyond our ability to offer courses with only two 

teachers, another teacher will be hired. Again, our goal is to staff in a way that is congruent with student 

demand.  

I do hope that this information clarifies any misconceptions that exist. If you have additional questions 

or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the high school directly. Mr. Flick and his team are always 

happy to answer any questions you may have.  

Thank you for your ongoing support of our students and their learning. Best wishes for a relaxing 

summer.  

Sincerely, 

 

Regina Speaker Palubinsky, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 

 


